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Question 110. What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?
Answer:

God forbids not only such theft(1) and robbery(2) as are punished by
the government, but God views as theft also all wicked tricks and
devices, whereby we seek to get our neighbor’s goods, whether by
force or by deceit,(3) such as unjust weights,(4) lengths, measures,
(5) goods, coins, usury,(6) or by any means forbidden of God; also all
covetousness (7) and the misuse and waste of His gifts.(8)

Bible References:

(1) 1 Corinthians 6:10.

(2) 1 Corinthians 5:10.

(3) Luke 3:14; 1 Thessalonians 4:6.



(4) Proverbs 11:1; 16:11.

(5) Ezekiel 45:9-10; Deuteronomy 25:13-15.
(6) Psalm 15:5; Luke 6:35.

(7) 1 Corinthians 6:10.

(8) Proverbs 5:10; 1 Timothy 6:10; John 6:12.
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(Q & A 110 deals with the right of private property. All property on earth
belongs to the LORD God, Psalm 24:1. Our Creator, YAHWEH God is the
real owner of this whole earth with everything in it. YAHWEH God gives
His property to men as a sacred trust, and each person who legally owns
property is to be responsible as to how to use his private property to
serve its real owner.

Therefore, behind the Eighth Commandment is the God-given right of the
private property. The right of private property, under YAHWEH God, is
the foundation of the economic system, that is, “capitalism.” Freedom
and private property are guaranteed by YAHWEH God as the elements
for man’s social life. We are ordered to cultivate/subdue the earth.
Individual freedom and the man’s private right to cultivate and own God
-given property are the backbones of man’s social life. Here we  have
every right to make honest money, exercise economic freedom, and
own private property. Of course, we have an obligation to use whatever
we are granted to own from the real owner for our own needs and to
help the needy with it. Like ourselves, our neighbor has the same right
from God.

The government that received its authority from God has the duty to
protect the rights of its citizens. The government does not have the
authority to take away by confiscating private property, imposing
excessive taxes, dictating your own right as to what, where, and

how to work in the state, and redistributing citizens’ property and
money to so called “ the poor”. If the government does so, it is acting
like God as if there is no God who actually gave each government a
delegated authority. Thus, our right to keep whatever we have earned in
an honest way is restricted only by our duty and obligation to the real
owner, YAHWEH God. There is no room for socialism and communism in



God’s property, that is, this earth.

God has given us the ability to obtain private property not for our own
sake, but for His sake. In an absolute sense, we are not the real owners
of our private property. We are mere stewards of God-given His property.

Even our own body and soul are not our own but belong to our Savior
God. Why is the "misuse and waste of” our goods also a transgression of
the Eighth Commandment? Because by doing so we are actually stealing
from God and ourselves. Remember that all we have and possess is from
God and is to be used for the glory of God. Therefore, to waste these
gifts is to rob God and ourselves.)



